EXPERIMENTAL METHODS

Detection of EGFR expression in OSCC cells and tumor.
Immunofluorescence: Cells were seeded in 8-well chambered slide at a cell density of 25 x 10 3 cells per well and incubated overnight. The cells were then fixed in ice-cold methanol, followed by blocking with a blocking buffer (2 % goat serum, 2% BSA, 0.1% Tween 20) for 1 h at 37°C. Subsequently, the cells were incubated with primary anti-EGFR antibody (clone EP38Y Long term toxicity study -Animal weight measurements.
Twenty five animals were used in this study. Animals were randomly grouped in to 5 groups of 5 animals and each group was housed separately. All animals were weighed before treatment (Day 1). Animals in the control group received no treatment. Group 2 to 5 received intravenous injection of different doses of anti-EGFR-PEG-TiO 2 -UCN ranging from 10 -200 mg/kg (volume of injection= 100 ul). Following systemic administration of the nanoparticles, the animals were closely monitored for the first 48 h, and then daily once for 28 days, during when they were observed for any physiological or behavioral changes as well as mortality.
The animals were weighed individually every day and the food and water intake of each group were also recorded daily up to 28 days.
Immunohistochemistry.
Tumor tissue samples were fixed in 10% formalin for 24 h, and then processed using a tissue processor (Leica TP 1020, Germany) and embedded in paraffin. The paraffin embedded samples were cut using a microtome (Leica RM 2135, Germany) at 5 µm thickness. The sections were mounted on superfrost/plus slides (Fischer Scientific, USA) and air-dried. On the day of staining the slides, the paraffin was cleared in Neo-clear (Merck Millipore, USA) twice for 10 min before rehydrating in ethanol series. Following 10 min incubation with hydrogen peroxide to block the endogenous peroxidase activity, the sections were incubated overnight at 4°C with primary antibodies, Ki-67 (1:100; Abcam, USA).. To confirm the specificity of binding, normal mouse serum IgG1 (1:500) was used as a negative control. 
